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the Rupel are tidal rivers, but It has been necessary to canalize the
Lys, the upper Scheldt and the Dendre, the Sambre and the Meuse,
in order to render them navigable. The Lys and the Scheldt are
connected with the canal system of north-eastern France, while
the Sarnbre has been linked up with the Oise, and the Meuse with
the Aisne and the Marne. The Meuse and the Scheldt also connect
the waterways of Belgium with those of Germany and Holland. Of
the canals the most important are the Canal de Jonction, which
connects the Meuse and the Scheldt; the Charleroi-Brussels canal
and its continuation from Brussels to the Rupel; the Ghent-Bruges
canal, which connects*these two towns and is continued to Ostend;
and the Terneuzen canal which, by opening up a route from Ghent
to the Scheldt, has converted that town into a seaport. The water-
ways in the west and south-west of Belgium connect that country
with the coalfields of the north of France, and the iron-ore deposits
of Lorraine; and those in the centre and east bring the coal-pro-
ducing areas and other industrial districts into communication with
one another and with the coast. At present the traffic of the Meuse
and Moselle regions can be carried on more advantageously by
Rotterdam than by Antwerp. The Antwerp-Liege Canal, in course
of construction, will remedy this and will aid in the development of
the Campine, through which it will pass.
FOREIGN TRADE. A careful distinction must be drawn between
the special and general exports and imports. In this paragraph only
the special trade is discussed. The imports consist largely of food-
stuffs and raw materials, while goods, wholly or partly manufactured,
make up the bulk of the exports. Belgium's chief commercial
relations are with the neighbouring countries of France, Germany,
the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom, though large quantities
of wheat are imported from the United States, the Argentine, and
Canada, and wool from the Argentine and Australia. Among the
other imports at the present time are iron and steel goods and
machinery from Great Britain, France, and Germany, chemicals
from Germany and Great Britain^ raw cotton from the United States,
flax from France and Holland, wood from the Baltic countries, and
meat from the Argentine. The exports include coal which is
sent to France and Italy, iron and steel goods and machinery
to various parts of the world, glass ware to Great Britain and Ger-
many, and sugar to Great Britain.